Delhi reels under
surge in major
crimes since Jan 1
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New Delhi: After Nirbhaya's
barbaricrape in December last
year, thousands of determined
Delhiites had taken to the
streets demanding a safer city,
Barely four months later, Delhi
is probably more unsafe than it
has been in a long while. Ac-
cording to police statistics,
most kinds of crime haverisen
sharply in the city since Janu-
ary 1thisyear.

Delhi Police figures, from
January 1 to March 24 this year;
make worrying reading when
compared to the same period
last year. Almost every crime
head, barring murder; has seen
a spike, with complaints of
rape and molestation rising
several fold (see graph).

While the spurt in crimes
against women can be partly
put down to better reporting
and registration of complaints
post Nirbhaya, other offences
such as kidnapping (up 53%),
robbery (65%) and snatchings
(73%) give a clearer picture of
the crime wave in the capital.
This, after the city had seen a
drop in crime in 2011 and 2012.

Clearly on the back foot, se-
nior officials partially attribut-
ed the jump in crime to more
transparency in the police in

registering complaints, “Wedo
not believe in brushing crimes
under the carpet. Neither do
we believe in brushing aside
complaints. Qur priority has
been to lodge complaints — of-
ten for harsher charges that
are legally possible — so that
criminals do not receive bail,”
an officersaid.

“The rise in rape and mo-
lestation cases is clearly due to
much wider reporting by
the victims. Weare takingeach
complaint  seriously and
immediately lodging an FIR,”
hesaid.

Officials also pointed to the
positive aspects of the statis-
tics. For the most heinous
crimessuch asdacoity and kid-
napping, cops have had close to
100% success in nabbing the
criminals, they said.

Another reason for vio-
lence was a growing gun cul-
ture in the city; they said. “We
have seized 181 illegal arms
since January 1 this year. This
shows that every petty crimi-
nal in the city has access to
guns. We have now tapped at
the source to stop this flow of
weapons,” said an officer, add-
ing that many wanted crimi-
nals like Manoj Morkheri had
been arrested in the past three
months.



