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llolestaüon 115 794

Rape 145 359

Riots 11 27

Snatching 281 486

Robbery 122 201

(idnapping 680 1040

Theft 342 453

Attempt to murder 92 116

Muder 119 89

Dwaipayan chosh lrNN

New Delhl After Nfbhayah
barbadc rape in Decemberlast
year thousands of determined
Delhütes had taken to the
streets demanding a safer city
Barelyfour months late4 Delhi
is probably more usafe thar it
has been in a long while. Ac-
coding to police statistics,
most kinds of crime have risen
sharply in the ciw since Janu-
ary 1 this year

Delhi Police figures, ftom
Jaruary 1 to Marchzthis year;
make worrying reading when
compared to the sarne p€riod
last ye6x Almost every crime
head, barringmüde4 has seen
a spike, with complaints of
rape and molestation rising
several fold (see gmph).

While the spurt in crimes
against women can be par0y
put down to better rcporting
and registration of complaints
post Nirbhaya, other offences
such as kidnapping (up 53o/"),
rcbbery (650/0) and snatchings
(73%) give a cleerer picture of
the crime wa\,e in the capital.
this, a.fter the city had seen a
üop in crime inm11and20U.

Cleärly on tlre back foot, se
nior officials partially attribut-
ed the jump in crime to more
transparcncy in the police in

registering complaints. "We do
not believe in brushing crimes
under the carpet. Neither do
we belie\,e in brushing aside
complaints. Our priority has
been to lodge complaints - of-
ten fof harsher charges that
arc legally possible - so that
crimina.ls do not rcceive bail,"
an officer said.

"The ri.se in rape and mo-
lestation cases is clearly due to
much wider rcporting by
the victims. Weare takingeach
complaint seriously aIId
irnmediately lodging an FIR.''
hesaid.

Officials also pointed to the
positive aspects of the statjs-
tics. For the most heinou§
crimes suchas dacoity and kid-
nappinB cops have had dose to
100% success in nabbing the
criminals, theysaid.

Another rcason for vio-
lence was a grcwing gun cr.rl-

tule in the city they said. "We
have seüed 181 illegal arms
since January 1 this year This
shows that every petty crimi
nal in the city has access io
grms. We have now tapped at
the source to stop this flow of
weapons," said an oflcer, add-
ing that many wanted crimi
nals like Manoj Morkheri had
been arested in the past tlr.ree
months.


